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Hi everyone, my name is Nicola Townend and I'm a French and German
teacher at a secondary school in Toronto and I'm also part of the
LINCDIRE team, so I've been working on this project for a few years. So
I’ve been asked to present a scenario as an example - that I created
myself a few years ago, and that I use with my 10th-grade students, who
are in their second year of German because they start German with me
in grade 9 - in order to show how we can adapt an action-based
scenario with plurilingual and pluricultural aspects. And so yes it's a
scenario that I use with 10th grade students, but I think it's a scenario
that can be very easily adapted to adults as well. 

So I'm going to present the scenario. “Imagine that your neighbourhood
library is doing a project. They would like more children to read and
listen to more stories. Examples of children's stories and fairy tales have
been collected, but as you read these stories, you encounter some
problems: There are not enough children's stories in German, and it's
the year 2020! The stories are mostly outdated and full of stereotypes.
You decide to write your own fairy tale for the collection but with
modern aspects for today's children.”



You can see the explanation of this scenario on the LITE website, which for
now is titled in English "Traditional Storytelling for the 21st century". You
can also change the language to see the French version of the page and
the translation of the scenarios usually stays, so you will have the scenario
in French also. For now I'll show you the page in English. So I'm going to
show you how I did each step with my students. 

So we'll start with the first task. We talk about the importance of children's
stories in general. There are some questions to get started: “When you were
young, what were your favourite stories? When and where did you hear these
stories? Why did you like these stories so much?” Of course I asked these
questions in German but just to show you how that worked. 



“What fairy tales do you know?” Now it's time for brainstorming. “What fairy
tales did you like when you were young? Why? Why are fairy tales important?
What did you learn?” And they gave me several examples which I’ve put here.
There are many that are actually from the Brothers Grimm in Germany, who
collected and published several fairy tales that are very well known around the
world. But there are also examples of fairy tales of French origin or, for
example, I have a student in my class who is originally from Russia and he
came up with Baba Yaga and Peter and the Wolf which are stories of Russian
origin. So the idea in terms of pluriculturalism is really to encourage the
students to incorporate not just what they know or have read in German but
to really think about everything they know and their ideas beyond the German
classroom. 

"Reconstructing a story" So I photocopied a story and I cut it up into pieces; I
gave the pieces to student in pairs, and they had to first try to put the story
back together in chronological order so that it made sense. It helps if the
students already know the story of course, but even if they know the story a
little, they still have to look at several aspects of the language to decide how to
order the pieces, because it's not just the content or plot of the story that
helps with this. But even if they don't know a lot of the vocabulary words, they
can still identify words that help with aspects of the story. For example "What
helped to find the correct order"? We listen to an MP3 with a professional
storyteller who tells the story and, while listening, they become aware of the
correct order of the pieces, and then they are asked the question "What
helped to find the correct order?" They see for example that there is a section
that starts with "once upon a time" and that sounds like the beginning of the
story. Or other aspects might be "one day" or "the day after" and "once more"
and "that evening" They can use things like this to help with the chronology. 



This is the example that I gave to my students of the fairy tale Rumpelstilzchen
and here you can see an example of the types of story pieces that they
received on cut up pieces of paper. If the exercise is done online, instead of
paper, you could scan sections of the story and still have them put it in order
like that for example. 

The second step is "My favourite children's stories". Students are encouraged
to look at home for books that they had when they were little - when they were
still at the age that stories were read to them and they were not yet able to
read them on their own. And then they are asked to bring one or two books to
class that they enjoyed when they were little. Then they get into a circle and
read aloud, maybe not the whole story but a section of it. And, it depends a lot
on the group, but students are encouraged to bring in books that they might
have read in another language when they were little. In Toronto, there are
many students who grew up speaking other languages at home and so we
encourage them to connect their first language(s) with the languages that they
are learning at school. So we say "of course, if it's a book in Chinese, bring it, if
it's a book in Spanish, bring it" and yes even if it's a language that their
classmates don't understand, you'll read at least a bit and then the others will
try first to understand using their general linguistic knowledge and maybe
some aspects of other languages and try to guess what's happening in the
story. They can also try to guess through the way that the person tells the
story; with the help of their tone of voice; the use of different voices. So that
also helps with comprehension when we think about how to tell a story well.
So they read in a circle and then they discuss in small groups what happens in
the story, they try to guess, and then the person who read the story explains it.



After completing the previous activity, students are encouraged to use a
worksheet like this - a graphic organizer. The sections are organized in the four
sections of the medicine wheel. In this way we encourage students to be
aware of aspects that are connected to various stages of life or to aspects like
the mind, emotions, etc. We connect these aspects as well, along with the
language tools that help with this connection. So they can use this and
collaborate together and write on a piece of paper, or what I did last year -
they can use something like Jamboard, which is part of the Google group.

To aid in comprehension, the person who tells the story has to use gestures,
their voice, like I already mentioned, and then they're asked "What did you
understand?", "What helped you to understand?" and then the others in the
circle try to make a summary of the story. Then they're asked to consider
further "What narrative expressions helped?" and "What do the stories that we
heard today have in common?" I put a photo of Beauty and the Beast here
from the 1946 Jean Cocteau version, which is a film that we show to our 8th
grade students to get them to discuss fairy tales, but it's also interesting in
terms of cinematography, because there are some special effects used in 1946
that were really at the forefront of special effects, so it's also an interesting
discussion for that reason.



So "what do these stories have in common?" The students often noted there
are animals that can speak, there is a lot of repetition, there are interesting
sounds and voices; children and youth who are often very poor" or extremely
rich too - one or the other; "princes, princesses, kings, queens, castles and
palaces; problems with health"; often there are parents who die in fairy tales.
And then love and marriage and people who are either very good or very evil.
We often see extremes in fairy tales. Things are perhaps simpler because they
are for young people but in fact, fairy tales were not originally intended just for
children. They were for people of all ages. They were stories that were told
orally. Fairy tales were often told in families who weren't able to read or didn't
have the money to afford books; especially children's books which were a
great luxury - not anymore, but during that time they were a great luxury. 

They can put their brainstorming here using virtual sticky notes. They did
this for me in English because I really wanted them to come up with as many
ideas as possible. Here they used arrows to try to connect what went with
what. And here too.



What is also very important and very easy to do, especially in French - you can
search online and there are many examples because it's a language that is
spoken all around the world - is to read stories that do not originate from
Europe. I found two stories in German - Der Zauberhut (The magic hat) which
is an Inuit story, and Der kluge Dieb (The smart thief) which is a Chinese story.
"These stories do not come from Europe. What aspects are different from the
Grimm Brothers stories, for example, and which aspects are similar?" I've just
put an example here. You'll notice that I had to use whiteout to change a word
in the title of this document, and so I made the students aware of this. I said to
them "Is there anything that you noticed? There's a word I had to change. I put
Inuit. What was the word that was there before?" And so they said "oh it was
probably Eskimo" and it's true and I explained why I had to change that
because it's a term that we don't use anymore. So it's also a way to raise
awareness around the meanings of the terms we use. 

"Telling a story: Linguistic tools". Now the students were told they would prepare
to write their own fairy tales and asked "what do you still need help with?" For
example, with fairy tales in German, the verb tense that is most often used is the
imperfect - in French that would be the passé simple. This tense is used very
often in fairy tales, definitely more often than when we speak or than in other
texts that students regularly read. So it's a good way to incorporate this grammar
aspect as well. And for vocabulary "which words are popular in fairy tales that you
don't yet know that well"? "Look for what you need, practice what is new, and
then try to tell one of the stories that you already heard orally." So that's when
students say “ok I need some tools to help me” and then they look for them and
they are also given some. For example, in order to understand this new verb
tense, here is the explanation, here are some exercises, so that they can really
get good at it before applying what they've learned in terms of grammar in the
culminating task of the scenario.



So now we have the modern aspect of our task, in which students have to
reconsider the important messages in fairy tales. A story often serves to explain
to children or young people why they have to behave in a certain way - why they
should be honest, generous, things like that. But in that process, there are also
many stereotypes. So "what are the morals of the stories you have read? Are
these morals still relevant? Are there morals that are more appropriate for
today's children?" The majority of morals are still relevant. It's still necessary
today to encourage children to be generous. But there are sometimes aspects
of the story that we could change. For example, often if there is a princess in
the story, she wants to marry a prince. And at the time the idea of a princess
marrying another princess was never talked about. Or the same thing with
showing different cultural groups. We can also think about diverse marriages or
relationships, even if race is not talked about in the original European stories.
So "in this situation, would it be good to question or avoid these stereotypes?" 

If you're not familiar with this website, Wapikoni is a site that encourages
and finances young indigenous people in Canada - especially in Quebec but
also outside of Canada - to create short films and songs, sometimes in
French and English, but also often in indigenous languages. And there are
often subtitles in French and in other languages, so even if you find a short
film that is in an indigenous language like the one I've shown you here, "the
child who planted nails", it can be used with many different languages. I
absolutely recommend it. It's a fantastic introduction to the importance of
children's stories, especially with the idea of morals. The students can even
play around with the site to rewatch the film and see the other languages.
And if you keep looking there are other great things on this site.



Then students begin to write their own original fairy tale - perhaps inspired
by other stories, but still original - with a modern message or moral but with
traditional aspects also. So you can still have a king who lives in a castle for
example, but who has a cellphone and is maybe always on Snapchat and
doesn't have time to do his job. They need to incorporate the vocabulary,
expressions, and grammatical aspects that they just learned, and then there
is a peer revision and feedback phase. I put students in pairs and they share
their stories with their partner before finalizing the story to submit it to me
for corrections. So they read to each other and ask questions like "is the plot
clear and easy to follow? Are there confusing paragraphs? Is there enough
description? Is the moral clear? Are there glaring errors?" The students are
not expected to correct all of the other person's errors, but they can still
highlight things that they see occurring often that they think are incorrect
and their partner could look them up and verify in a dictionary for example. 

And then we consider once more how to tell a fairy tale in a professional
way. That's why I had them listen to several examples of fairy tales so the
students could really focus on how the voice is used; volume and clarity;
different voices used to represent different characters; speed, pausing and
emphasis; facial expressions, gestures and movements. Then they practice
first in a small group and after, when they are ready to do the final
presentation, they still present in circles one at a time. That's the final task,
which is the culminating evaluated task. 



Here I've put the description of the scenario that is given to students on
the first day to introduce the scenario in general. 

Concerning the connection of the scenario and the aspects of the
preparation of the scenario, I'm going to show you some aspects of how I
started to develop the scenario into the one that I just showed. First of all
this scenario applies primarily to students at least at an A2 level, or
maybe B1 or even B2 depending. It can definitely be used at a B2 level as
well. I used this scenario with high school students but I think adults are
still interested in stories and can still remember their childhood, I hope.
For me the target language was German, but this scenario can be
developed for students of French or any other language. And the other
languages that students know are integrated as part of the scenario. 



"Step 2: Select the Can-do descriptors". So first the "what" -
communicative activities - which I also explain specifically in relation to
the fairy tale scenario - what the students will be able to do at the end
of this scenario. And then the "how" - communicative competences -
what you should have, or learn, in order to make this fairy tale at the
end. That's the action-based aspect as well. So there’s the linguistic
side, the grammar, the vocabulary, and all that.

And at the end are the learning objectives. I tell students what they're
going to be able to do and I adapt these objectives according to what is
in the scenario; so "identifying common stereotypes in fairy tales" and
"identifying common characteristics in fairy tales and legends from
Germanic regions" in this case. 



In "Step 3: Development of the scenario" we start to chunk down. If we
decide that, at the end, we want students to be able to write and
present their own story, what should we do to give them the tools
necessary to do that? We go back, we start with why - the importance
of children's stories - and then we encourage them to take a visit to
their childhood to reread stories that they liked, and then they practice,
and they get to the point, as I mentioned, where they use the
vocabulary and the grammar that is perhaps new for them. 

Here we have the "how" once again, with the communicative,
pragmatic, and sociolinguistic competences. Here you see some
examples of what students produce. It's not just that they read in
German, but they register what they use when they write or read and
you see how we can make sure that they use that aspect. Then there’s
the sociocultural and plurilingual and pluricultural aspects. We really
have to think about what we want to elicit in the questions we ask the
students, while encouraging them - especially if they are not used to
doing it - to really connect what they do in the language class with what
they already know in other languages and in their personal life. 



"Step 4: Do a reflection" When you follow the steps of the scenario
on the LITE website, students are encouraged at the end to do a
reflection to really see what they were able to develop and how
they feel at the end of the scenario in regards to the four sections
of the medicine wheel. The community aspect is very strong in a
scenario about stories; emotions are absolutely an aspect that is
developed very well in this scenario; actions; and then the mind in
general. So the students do self-assessments with the reflection. 

"The competences and abilities involved in a task". Here you see
a representation of several aspects, for example pragmatic,
sociocultural, and also plurilingual and pluricultural aspects,
which are especially strong in this scenario. 



If you have questions or if you know German teachers who would be
interested in having copies of my resources, I would be very happy to share
them. Feel free to send me an email. Here is my name again, Nicola
Townend, and my email address. Thank you very much!

In terms of assessment, you might have an evaluation tool that is a bit
more complex than this, but this is just so the students can also do a
self-assessment. You see the can-do descriptors and the can-do
statements just before this, and the students have to think "can I really
do this now on my own" or with a little bit of help, or not yet. At this
point they have arrived at the culminating task. 


